The School of Education offers a major and a minor in child development that encourages students to take courses in other departments. The study of children has special significance at Mills, which in 1926 opened the first campus nursery school on the West Coast as a laboratory for child study and professional training of teachers. Child development is an interdisciplinary major grounded in the study of human growth and development. Students observe and participate in the Children's School during their studies, gaining hands-on, mentored experience developing, using, and evaluating early childhood curricula with children from infancy through preschool.
The major in child development aligns with the requirements for the state of California (https://www.ctc.ca.gov/credentials/req-childdev), providing eligibility for a student to apply to become a child development master teacher or to receive a site supervisor permit for teaching in preschool and day-care centers.
The study of child development forms a strong basis for graduate school in education, psychology, and social work, and for a variety of careers, including nonprofit work, educational industry, and formal and informal learning environments such as preschools and museums.
Program Goals
• Provide students with many different theoretical perspectives and scientific and practical knowledge to understand and support human development and learning
• Prepare students to be learners and to take responsibility for their own learning
• Prepare reflective and critical thinkers who examine issues about the development of infants and young children and their relationships in various contexts: school, hospital, family, community, and with an understanding of culture
• Prepare students to work as part of a team and to develop collegial relationships with fellow students and faculty
• Prepare students to integrate theoretical and scientific knowledge in their fieldwork practicum
Majors & Minors Majors

